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our country to use technology for economic
empowerment, for educational empower-
ment, for political empowerment, and to do
it in a way that promotes unity, not division.
And that’s what I would like to talk about.

And I think the Democratic Party is the
principal engine in our time of economic em-
powerment, political empowerment, edu-
cational empowerment and certainly, com-
pared with all the alternatives, the major
force for the cohesion and unity of our soci-
ety as we move forward. So that’s why I’m
glad all of you are here. I think this is a huge
issue.

Eric and I had some talks about how we
could close the digital divide, and of course,
we’ve worked very hard on it, with the Vice
President’s leadership, to make sure by the
time we get through with our millennium
celebration, we’ll have all of our classrooms
hooked up to the Internet.

But if you think about what it might mean
economically for poor people in America, if
Internet access were as dense as telephone
access in America, I think it would have a
very positive economic impact. I believe cell
phones and computers, if properly distrib-
uted, can save 30 years of educational and
economic development in a lot of the poorest
countries in this world and can permit an
economic development that is far less damag-
ing to the environment.

And I believe that technology, properly
used, can not only give people a more inter-
active and personal engagement in the politi-
cal process but can, in the process, dramati-
cally reduce the sense of cynicism and alien-
ation, a sense that one person doesn’t matter
and that none of this really amounts to much.

So my mind is always thinking about this,
but everyone knows that I’m quite techno-
logically challenged. So I need people like
you to help me and tell me what to do and
how to do it. So that’s why I’m here; that’s
why I’m glad you’re here; and I’m very grate-
ful for your presence and your commitment.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:03 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Sen-
ator John Kerry, dinner host, and his wife, Teresa;
former Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado, former gen-
eral chair, and Beth Dozoretz, national finance
chair; Democratic National Committee; Eric

Lander, director, Whitehead Institute/MIT Cen-
ter for Genome Research; and Vinton G. Cerf,
senior vice president for Internet architecture and
technology, MCI WorldCom, and his wife, Sigrid.

Memorandum on Waiver and
Certification of Statutory Provisions
Regarding the Palestine Liberation
Organization
October 21, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 00–2

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver and Certification of
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization

Pursuant to the authority and conditions
contained in section 540(d) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public
Law 105–277), as provided for in the Joint
Resolution Making Continuing Appropria-
tions for the Fiscal Year 2000, and for Other
Purposes, I hereby determine and certify that
it is important to the national security inter-
ests of the United States to waive the provi-
sions of section 1003 of the Anti-Terrorism
Act of 1987, Public Law 100–204.

This waiver shall be effective for a period
of 6 months from the date hereof.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress and
to publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 22. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.

Remarks to the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards
October 22, 1999

Thank you. Thank you so much.
I was thinking how much help I need in

trying to get what I say to certain people in
the Congress not to go in one ear and out
the other. [Laughter] And that maybe I
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